HOLY SPIRIT – FULNESS OF
THE FULNESS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
This vital presence of God in us, which causes us to be reborn of him, is laid down by Jesus Christ as being essential to us (Jh.3:3), and is described in a number of different ways in God’s Word.  It’s called a “New Nature, which is created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness.” (Eph.4:24)  It’s described as “being renewed in the knowledge and image of its Creator” (Col.3:10), and being “baptised with, or in, the Holy Spirit” (Acts 1:5 & 11:15-17, Luk.3:16). It’s “being filled with the Spirit” (Acts 4:31), being “anointed” with the Spirit (Luk.4:18-19, Acts 10:38, 1Jh.2:27 & 20), and being “clothed with power from above”. (Luk.24:49, Acts 1:8, Jh.1:12)  

Yet the strange thing about all this is that, despite being talked about in so many ways in God’s Word, there appear to be still so very many Christians who believe that such an absolutely amazing thing can not only occur, but can continue in our lives, without us ever experiencing it, or being really aware of it.  It seems we must not only receive this Amazing Being into our lives without having any real conscious awareness of his presence, but must also go on, not knowing him, or the reality of his power in us.  

Many such people state, that to rely on an experience is very dangerous, but I ask you, if we hold this position, are we sure we’re not just taking a stand on our own lack of any real, ongoing experience of the reality of the promises of God’s Word?

Yet this power from God is described in Eph.3:14-20, as the power which enables us to comprehend the love of Christ, making it possible for us to be filled with all the fullness of God, and doing far more than we could ever think or ask, both in us, and through us.  

In Eph.1:16-20 he is described as ‘a Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in knowing God’, which causes our eyes to be opened so that we may know the hope to which he has called us; that we may know what are the riches of HIS glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might, WHICH HE HAS ACCOMPLISHED IN CHRIST, when he raised him from the dead, and made him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, and us with him. (Eph.2:6)

I ask you, how is it possible for us not to KNOW that these things are so in us?  Surely we don’t believe that the Word of God is just words written on paper, and not the Living Being which he is, with whom we’re meant to have a living experience, day by day.  As for me, I can only speak of what I have seen and heard and experienced with my God.  All those wonderful things talked of in the Word are, and are meant to be, reality in us all.

Here it is extremely important to remember that Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, unless one is born anew, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (Jh.3:3)  So, without this recreation process taking place in us, we literally are unable to see the real Church which Jesus founded, because, if that Church is not the “kingdom of God”, the true spiritual Israel, as clearly shown in the Word, which talks about it in Luk.17:20-21, Gal.6:15-16, Phil.3:3, Gal.3:28-29, and many other places, I would truly like to know what is!

Again Jesus said, "Truly, truly I tell you, unless one is born of water and the Holy Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” (Jh.3:5)  So, unless I’ve died with Christ and been reborn of the Seed of his Word (1Pet.1:23); the water being not just the waters of baptism, but much more fully, the water of his Word (Eph.5:25-26); and unless I’ve been reborn of the Spirit of that Word (1Cor.15:45), I’m not only incapable of seeing the real Church of Jesus Christ, but I’m also incapable of entering it.

In Rev.21:9-10, John is shown the Bride, the wife of the Lamb, the holy city Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, and in Rev.21:26, he’s told that “nothing unclean shall enter it”.  So, to be in Christ, one must be a new creation, the old having passed away the new having come (2Cor.5:17), because, as Jesus said, “See, I make all things new.” (Rev.21:5)  What our background is, whether Jew or Greek, Barbarian or Scythian, slave or free, male or female, means nothing, all that matters is that we be a new creation, and that we walk in that new life. (Gal.3:28, Rom.10:12, Col.3:11, 1Cor.12:13, Gal.3:29)

Baptism in the Holy Spirit:
I suppose it shouldn’t surprise me, but it always does, that there is so much controversy among different groups of Christians about this so very important work of Jesus.  After all, it does amount to the very power source we need to live as children of God. (Jh.1:12)

While the promise of the Holy Spirit was made by the Father (Luk.24:49), nevertheless, it is the Son, Jesus, the Living Word who baptises us with the Spirit, the Living Water. (Matt.3:11, Mk.1:8, Luk.3:l6, Acts, 1:4-5, Jh.4:10)

Sadly, there are many in the different churches who passionately believe that this being baptised in, or with the Holy Spirit is, as I’ve said previously, something that happens automatically, and without our having a conscious awareness of the occurrence.  However, every instance of this event recorded in the Book of Acts is preceded by prayer, by asking the Father for this so essential gift, this power to become what he wants us to be, so that we can spend eternity with him. (Acts 1:12-14 & 2:1-4, 8:14-17, 10:1-2, Acts 10:44-48, Acts 11:15-17, Luk.11:13)

There is however another vital requirement, laid down in God’s Word, which must be met in order for this event to occur in us; we must have a heart that is completely willing to obey that Word.  Of course we must also be acutely conscious of the fact that, of ourselves, this is impossible, hence the urgent need to be baptised in, or filled with his Spirit, so that our willingness may be backed up by HIS power, otherwise we’re in the impossible situation of being unable to comply with this command of obedience to his Word. (Acts 5:29-32, Jh.14:15)

While the Spirit is promised by the Father, and comes from him, and while he is given to us by and through the Son, nevertheless, in almost every occurrence of this event as shown in Acts there is a direct involvement by Spirit filled believers, which is commonly referred to as, “laying hands”. (Acts 8:14-17, 19:1-6, 9:17)
It seems very clear to me in the Word of God that receiving Christ into ones heart, i.e., experiencing salvation (Acts 16:31), being reborn of God’s Seed – his Word (1Pet.1:23), and being baptised in the Holy Spirit (Luk.3:16), should be one and the same occurrence. (1Cor.15:45, Jh.1:12, Rev.3:20).  But, through unbelief in the full Word of God, whether through ignorance, or a refusal to believe in the completeness of what God has promised in that Word, the end result is the same; powerlessness in our lives, because he, the Spirit of Christ, must be asked in. (1Cor.15:45, Eph.4:4, Is.55:1, Luk.11:9-13, Rev.3:20, 21:6 & 17)

One last, but very important fact is the necessity of our “putting on Christ” continually. (Gal.3:27)  Not just believing, but living the reality of a Spirit filled life. (Rom.8:5-8)  Being filled with the Holy Spirit is meant to be a continuous ongoing experience, whereas baptism in the Holy Spirit is a once only occurrence.  The onus is on us to be continually filled with the Spirit; continually drinking in that Living Water of (Jh.4:10 & 7:37-39).

But just how much longer will so many of us, who have started out well enough with even a mild passion for Christ, and have had some small enlightenment, with a little taste of the heavenly gift, believing, desperately at times, that we are truly partakers of the Holy Spirit, with a hint of taste for the goodness of the Word of God, and maybe even a glimpse of the powers of the age to come (Heb.6:4-5), even if it is only in others, but have not gone on seeking the fullness of God: instead, like in so many marriages, having started with something special, we’ve allowed ourselves, for whatever reason, to drift into a state of mediocrity. (Matt.25:1-13, Acts 4:31, Rorm.12:11, Eph.5:18)
The Gifts of the Holy Spirit:

In a sense, the gifts, or tools given by the Holy Spirit can be likened to our emotions, those elementary spirits of the universe which permeate the whole of creation (Col.2:8), the outward showing of which depends on the spirit we’re walking in, i.e. the old or the new nature. (Eph.4:22-24)  If we quickly look at just one of these we see that, for example, hatred, uncontrolled, or rather let out of control by the spirit of the flesh, is a very destructive thing.  Whereas, if it’s controlled by the new godlike nature, then, like David in Ps.139:21-22, we’ll be able to say, “Lord, I hate those who hate you, I loathe those who rise up against you.  I hate them with perfect hatred; I count them my enemies.”

In the same way, the gifts of the Holy Spirit, if put into the hands of the unregenerated natural man, would be used very wrongly.  This is shown very clearly in the life of Balaam.  Because he was walking in the flesh, he used the Spirit given gift of prophesy for selfish gain, which led to his eventual death. (Num.22:1 -24:25, Josh.13:22)

So, as is made very clear in 1Cor.2:14-15, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are given only to those who are spiritual, i.e. those who have been reborn of God’s Word (1Pet.1:23), to the rest of mankind, the natural man, they make no sense.

These gifts, or tools for the building of the Church which Jesus founded, are listed in several places, and need to be looked at and understood by the Spirit’s enabling, as they can be understood no other way. The lists are found in 1Cor.12:4-13 & 27-31, Eph.4:7-11 & Rom.12:6-8. 

The usage of these tools is clearly laid out for us in 1Cor.14:1-4O, 2Tim.1:6-7, Eph.4:11-15 & 1Pet.4:9-11, and we see them in action in Heb.3:13 & 10:24—25.

One final, but very important point; to have the idea, or belief, that for anyone to be baptised in the Holy Spirit it is necessary for them to have ‘the evidence of speaking in tongues’ is, to say the least, very unscriptural.  All one has to do is read 1Cor.12:27-31, and it becomes obvious that this question, which is raised there, is also answered there, in the negative.  Of course I’m not saying that we shouldn’t seek after this gift, but we must do so for the right reasons, so, let the Holy Spirit lead you through 1Cor.12;1 - 14:40.
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